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Colorado Aviation Economic Impact Study

Chapter 1. Introduction

1.1. Study Overview

The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) Division of Aeronautics undertook t he 2020
Colorado Aviation Economic Impact Study (CEIS to calculate and document the quantitative

contributions of aviation to the state

.The CEISresultsd e monstrate

the significant

airport system has on each airport community as well as the statewide economy. The CEIS and its
companion Colorado Aviation System Plan (CASP) also included research and documentation of the
gualitative impacts and stories of how airports contribute to the state and its residents beyond the

economic impact.

The Colorado public-use airport system supports and contributes to the state and regional economies of

Colorado. The airports themselves p | a 'y

a vital

both commercial airline and GA service within the state, throughout the U.S., and across the globe.
They are also important job centers and gateways for out -of-state visitors to reach all corners of the

state. Together the operation of airports (including airport administration, airport tenants, and

improvements) and visitor spending from those using both commercial airline service and general

aviation (GA) aircraf

1.2. Study Airport s

t and

There are both publicly -owned and privately -owned airports in Colorado, with the Federal Aviation
Admi ni st (FARStdataindicating nearly 450 facilities in the state. The emphasis of the CEIS,
however, is on the public -use airports, which can include both types of ownership. While the CASP
focuses on the publicly owned, public -use airports, plus Meadow Lake (which is a pri vately owned,
public-use airport but included in the CASP due to its recognition by the FAA as essential to the

national air transportation system), the CEIS contains several privately owned, public

demonstrate the benefits of the public -use
Master Record, 74 of
0Col orado Systemo6 for

airport

role in the stateds transfg
capital
airports contribute to the
-use airports to
system. According to the I
t h euses Tthes¢ 7 aiportadrercpneidetecsthear e publ i ¢
of Figued.1CEI S. These airpd

purposes

Of the 74 public -use airports in the study, four were not included in the CEIS. Three airports, Dove
Creek (8V6), Easton Valley-View (11V), and Platte Valley Airpark (18V), either declined participation or
did not respond to survey requests. Lake Meredith Seaplane Base (C01) was not included as it changed
from private -use to public-use after site visits and surveys had already been conducted. The four

airports not included in the study are listed in

Table 1.1.

Table 1.1. Colorado Airports Excluded From CEIS

Associated City FAA ID

Dove Creek
Greeley
Hudson
Ordway

Dove Creek
Easton Valley View
Platte Valley
Lake Meredith SPB

8Vv6
11V
18V
Co1

Sources: CDOT Division ofAeronautics; Kimley-Horn, 2019
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Figure 1.1. Colorado Public -Use Airports

& CEIS
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Therefore, the 2020 CEISdocuments the results of the 65 publicly owned and five private ly owned
(including FLY), public -use airports, whereas the CASP system includes 66 airports (65 publicly owned
and one privately owned) . The four airports included in the CEIS that are not included in the CASP are
depicted in orange in Figure 1.2. Those airports include:

T Animas Airpark (00C)
§ Calhan (5V4)

1 Crawford (99V)

T Westwinds (D17)

The 70 airports included in the CEIS are depicted in Figure 1.2 and are presented alphabetically by
assaiated city in Table 1.2 starting with the commercial service airports, followed by the GA airports.
Fourteen of the 70 CEIS airports support scheduled Part 121, Part 135, or Part 380 commercial airline
service, although Northern Colorado Regional (FNL) did not have scheduled commercial airline service
in 2018. The remaining 56 support primarily GA operations. !

1 In subsequent chapters, FNL is included in the listing of Commercial Service airports, however, there is no commercial servic e
visitor spending for FNL for 2018. All other components of economic were calculated for FNL and are presented as part of the
summary of commercial service activity.
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Figure 1.2. 2020 CEIS Airports

Sources: CDOT Division of Aeronautics Kimley-Horn, 2019
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